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themselves under the protection of the English, and in 1839 &c
English formally took possession of all New Zealand territory.
If the French squadron had been three days earlier, New Zea-
land would to-day be a French colony like New Caledonia aad
the Marquesas and so many other islands of the Pacific. In 1840
the islands became a dependency of the Australian colony of
New South Wales, and in 1847 an Eng&k Crown Colony. In 1901
New Zealand was given a chance to join the Australian Common-
wealth, but it declined the honour. Since 1907 it has been an
independent dominion with an English governor-general but a
representative government of its own,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          c
As for the geological aspect of these two big islands, they have
probably never been part of the Australian mainland, for the
Tasman Sea which separates them is more than 15,000 feet deep
and 1200 miles wide. They are probably the remnants of a high
mountain-range which once upon a time formed the western
shores of the Pacific. But the changes have been so numerous
that it is difficult to state precisely how the present islands came
into being. What makes their case even more difficult is the fact
that they have so little in common with each other. Whereas
the North Island is a tremendously volcanic region (a sort of
Yellowstone Park of the Pacific), the South Island, separated
from the North Island by the Cook Strait, which is only 20 miles
wide, is a replica of Switzerland with a few Norwegian fjords
thrown in for good measure.
New Zealand is not in any way tropical. It is as far removed
from the Equator as Italy, and enjoys the same sort of climate.
This means that it is much more likely to become a permanent
European establishment than Australia. All sorts of European
fruits, such as peaches and apricots and apples and grapes and
oranges, can be cultivated in the valleys, while the mountain sides
provide excellent grazing for cattle. A native flax, which must
not be confused with the flax grown in Europe, is used for making
clothes and mats, and the slow growing trees of the North Island,
exported chiefly from Auckland, make excellent timber.
In 1901 New Zealand annexed a number of islands of the
Pacific. Among them were the Cook Mauds and the Island of